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MEETING FOR CHILDREN AGED 4½ IN THE 
SCHOOL 
Information about the observation procedure for 4½ year-old children in the local school 
responsible for them 

Dear Parents, 
 
The forthcoming observation meeting for all 4½ year-

old children in school is an important event for 

everyone involved – children, parents and the school. 

About 18 months before the planned start of school, 

you and your child will be invited in by the regional 

school responsible for you. You will then have the 

opportunity to get advice about the options available 

so that your child can start school in Hamburg under 

the best possible conditions. 

The observation meeting for 4½ year-old children is an 

important link between pre-school and school. You are 

therefore obliged to accept this invitation. 

Aim of the observation meeting in the 
school 

The observation meeting offers you and your child the 

opportunity to gain an initial insight into Hamburg’s 

schools and the options that they offer. You will then 

have the chance to get answers to all your questions 

about starting school and the expectations that will be 

made of your child. 

During the observation meeting, the school will gauge 

your child’s development and gain an impression of 

any special gifts they may have and any delays in their 

development. If special preparations are required for 

your child starting school, the school can make sure 

that they are in place in good time. 

What role does the assessment of your 
pre-school play? 

To give your child the best start to school, the pre-

school and the school they will be attending work 

closely together during the observation procedure. As 

a preparation for the observation meeting in school, all 

pre-schools offer you as parents the opportunity for a 

meeting with staff to discuss their assessment of the 

development level of your child. 

If you agree to this, a summary of their assessment will 

be sent directly to the school in question – as a useful 

starting point for the meeting with you and your child. 

What will happen in the observation 
meeting? 

The schools organise the observation meetings in 

various ways. 

The information that you can provide the teachers 

during the observation meeting is important: 

 What is your assessment of your child’s 
development? 

 Are there any special considerations or limitations 

that must be taken into account in relation to your 

child starting or attending school? 

 What language do you speak at home? 

 Does your child understand everything that is said 

to them? 

Can your child respond to this? 

 Does your child have any special talents? 

How is your child’s development level 
assessed? 

In order to consider your child’s overall development, 

the teaching staff will talk to them. Guessing games, 

puzzles and looking at picture books together are also 

among the activities offered either one-to-one or in 

small groups. 

If the teachers notice any unusual characteristics, they 

will investigate them further. An advisory session is 

then arranged for you and the school and a binding 

agreement is made about how your child can be 

supported as they start school. Language development 

is often the focal point, but of course physical, 

cognitive and emotional development are included. 

At the end of the meeting, a summary of the findings of 

the observation meeting is discussed with you. As 

parents, you should tell your pre-school about this 

summary. The staff will then be able to prepare your 

child even better for their start to school and support a 

successful transition. 
 



 

 

What services are available for children 
with special needs? 

For children with special educational needs in the 

areas of vision, hearing and communication, autism 

and physical, motor or cognitive development, the 

focus schools are general schools that are particularly 

well equipped in terms of technical facilities, space and 

personnel. 

In addition, the Hearing and Vision Educational 

Centres, the Regional Education and Advice Centres 

(ReBBZ) and special needs schools are available to 

offer additional teaching and advice services. 

Observation meetings for all 4½ year-old children 

takes place in the regional primary school responsible 

for them: 

If necessary, this primary school will establish further 

contacts in consultation with the child’s parents or 

guardians and will be the point of contact until school 

registration takes place. Documentation from doctors 

and therapists can also be submitted during the 

observation meeting for the 4½ year-old children. 

In the autumn before starting school in year 1, the 

school will invite you in for another meeting. It will 

discuss the next steps with you and provide 

information about suitable schools. If you wish, experts 

from a focus school, the ReBBZ or a special needs 

school can be present at this meeting. 

You will find a list of focus schools overleaf. The latest 
information is always available on the website at 
www.hamburg.de/inklusionsschule. 

 

List of focus schools in the primary sector – 
August 2022 

» Aueschule Finkenwerder 

» Clara-Grunwald-Schule 

» Erich Kästner Schule, Stadtteilschule mit 
Grundschule 

» Fridtjof-Nansen-Schule 

» Ganztagsgrundschule Am Johannisland 

» Grundschule Am Heidberg 

» Grundschule An der Haake 

» Grundschule Mümmelmannsberg 

» Grundschule Sinstorfer Weg 

» Grundschule St. Nikolai 

» Grund- und Stadtteilschule Alter Teichweg 

» Loki-Schmidt-Schule 

» Louise Schroeder Schule 

» Schule Ahrensburger Weg 

» Schule Alsterdorfer Straße 

» Schule An der Burgweide 

» Schule auf der Veddel, Stadtteilschule mit 
Grundschule 

» Schule Barlsheide 

» Schule Brockdorffstraße 

» Schule Ernst-Henning-Straße 

» Schule Grumbrechtstraße 

» Schule Hinsbleek 

» Schule Iserbarg 

» Schule Kamminer Straße 

» Schule Kielortallee 

» Schule Langbargheide 

» Schule Max-Eichholz-Ring 

» Schule Mendelssohnstraße 

» Schule Moorflagen 

» Schule Nettelnburg 

» Schule Neubergerweg 

» Schule Ohrnsweg 

» Schule Öjendorfer Damm 

» Schule Rellinger Straße 

» Schule Rönnkamp 

» Schule Stengelestraße 

» Schule Surenland 

» Stadtteilschule Eppendorf mit Grundschule 

» Stadtteilschule Stübenhofer Weg mit Grundschule 

» Stadtteilschule Winterhude mit Grundschule 



 

 

Where can I find further information? 

If you would like more information about the 

observation meeting, please contact the school that 

covers your area or ask in your pre-school how 

collaboration with the school is organised. 

 

If you have any other questions about the 

procedure, the School Information Centre (ZSJ) 

can provide information. 

Information is available at: 

www.hamburg.de/viereinhalb 

 

 

 Office for Schools and Vocational Training 

School Information Centre (ZSJ) 

Hamburger Straße 125a, 22083 Hamburg 

Tel 040 428 99 22 11 

eFax 040 427 97 81 13 

schulinformationszentrum@bsb.hamburg.de 

zsj.hamburg.de/ 

Personal appointments only by prior arrangement 

Telephone availability: 

Tuesday: 2 p.m. – 4 p.m. 

Wednesday: 10 a.m. – 12 noon 

Thursday: 10 a.m. – 12 noon 
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